Antigen-specific, MHC-unrestricted T cells.
The published record suggests that in the majority of cases the antigen is recognized by the T cell receptor (TCR) as a complex of a foreign antigen and amino acid residues contributed by the major histocompatibility complex (MHC) antigens, and the antigen-specific, MHC-restricted effector function is an unambiguous result of this process. Alternatively, the T cell receptor may recognize a particular conformational form of the antigen which is dictated by the allelic differences in the MHC, resulting also in MHC-restricted recognition. When, however, a T cell which phenotypically fulfills all the requirements necessary to perform antigen specific, MHC-restricted function, shows a lack of MHC restriction, there are two possible explanations: 1) In addition to the MHC-restricted, antigen-specific T cell receptor the cell expresses, or has newly acquired the expression of another, MHC-unrestricted (NK-like) receptor, or 2) The specific antigen recognized by the T cell receptor, is able to bind to the receptor and activate the T cell without being presented by the MHC molecule. While the first possibility has been extensively described in the literature as well as other articles in this issue, the second possibility has not been dealt with to the same extent and is the primary focus of this review.